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SUB J : PROJECT HOPE 

REF ADDIS ABABA 1 1357 

1. PROJECT HOPE'S ACTIVITIES IN SRI LANKA LIMITED TO VISIT 
BY SHIP IN 1968. GENERAL IMPRESSION IS THAT VISIT WAS VERY 
SUCCESSFUL WITH ONGOING CONTACTS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN CEYLONESE 
DOCTORS AND THEIR AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS. THERE WERE A FEW 
INCIDENTS INVOLVING MEMBERS OF SHIP'S CREW AND SOME RESENTMENT 
IN MEDICAL CIRCLES OF WHAT WAS REGARDED AS PATRONIZING APPROACH 
OF WHOLE PROJECT. OVER-ALL EFFECT, HOWEVER, WAS EXCELLENT 

AND ONE STILL HEARS EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION FOR TREAT 
MENT GIVEN AND EQUIPMENT AND DRUGS DONATED. 

2. JARRING NOTE WAS INTRODUCED TWO YEARS LATER IN BOOK (HOPE 
IN THE EAST: THE MISSION TO CEYLON) BY HOPE'S DIRECTOR, DR. 

WILLIAM B. WALSH, WHO MADE COMMENTS WHICH WERE CRITICAL OF 
CEYLONESE DOCTORS AND CEYLONESE MEDICAL FACILITIES. ALTHOUGH 
THERE WAS SHARP REACTION TO WALSH S COMMENT FROM MEDICAL PRO- 
FESSION AND PRESS HERE AT THE TIME, THIS NOW APPEARS TO HAVE 
DISAPPEARED, WRITTEN OFF TO PERSONAL ECCENTRICITY. CEYLONESE 
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GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN RELAXED ATTITUDE TOWARD WALSH STATEMENT 
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AND WE BELIEVE CEYLONESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, IN NOT 
TOO DISTANT PAST, WAS EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF RETURN 
VISIT BY PROJECT HOPE. 

VAN HOT JEN 
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